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that there are such, but in meekness accepting the   CHAP testimony and belief of all ages to the presence in   ^J^ heaven and earth of angels . . . aiding good work and inspiring the mightiest. . . . For all these I take the general word 'gods'  as the best understood in all languages  and widest  in  meaning . . . and  myself knowing as an indisputable fact that no true happiness exists, nor is  any  good work   ever   done  by human creatures, but in the sense or imagination of such presences."
The currents of our atmosphere of governing forces blew too strong, as we found, for the potent curiosity of youth to resist. To the charge of youth those of us who were audacious enough could only reply that Descartes, Hume, and Berkeley each achieved his revolution in thought at an age nearer twenty than thirty. It was easy to reproach the new spirit of negation with being rash, headstrong, dilettante, pococurante, and to contemn, it because wTe did not, like Dante's lecturer in the Paradiso, "syllogise" our invidious truths. It was idle to demand from us, as some did, what pains we had taken seriously, accurately, definitely, to master controversies about the authorship of the Fourth Gospel, or the Epistles to Ephesians or Colossians, or the Second Timothy. Such questions, to be sure, had their own importance and they were left unsettled, but they found the rationaliser uninterested and indifferent. The wind had risen, and questions such as these were dissipated. The rationalist felt no more urgently driven to answer as to particulars of orthodox faith on the banks of the Isis than to answer objections of the faithful at Bombay or Teheran or Hyderabad. He withdrew into the
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